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Wisconsin Families for Hands & Voices

P.O. Box 9644 Green Bay, WI 54308

920-609-7815

handsandvoiceswi@yahoo.com

                                                                       www.handsandvoiceswi.org
Dear ENT/Pediatrician,

Currently, there is legislation before the Wisconsin State Legislature that would require hearing aids and cochlear implants to be covered by group and individual insurance plans in Wisconsin.  We need your help to spread the word and gain more assistance in notifying Wisconsin State Senators and Representatives that we support this bill.

The bills this year are much improved compared to the previous sessions.  We believe these bills to be much stronger as the language is streamlined and concepts are defined clearly so as to avoid confusion after the bill becomes law.  Some of the substantive changes include:

1) coverage of children up through the age of 18 years old;

2) coverage of treatment including services, diagnosis, procedures, surgery and therapy;

3) defines “cochlear implants” to include all implantable devices; and

4) removes language from the bill last session that would have required families to pay back the cost of hearing aids and cochlear implants if they voluntarily left the insurance company before a years time.

The links to the bills are:

Senate Bill 27: http://legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB27hst.html
Assembly Bill 16: http://legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB16hst.html
Please help us spread the word to your clients.  We need everyone’s help in contacting their Wisconsin State Senator and Representative and share their support for this important legislation.  Please contact http://www.letkidshear.org  for up to date information and the progress of the legislation, as well as assistance in identifying legislators.
There will be a hearing on the bills on March 18th. It is important that as many people testify as possible; it can make the difference between the bill passing and not passing. The hearing will start at 10:30 in room 411 of the State Capitol. If you can not attend to testify in person, send a letter of support of the bills to Senator Erepnbach, Chair and committee memebers of the Senate Committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property Tax Relief, and Revenue and Represenative Cullen, Chair and members of the Assembly Committee on Insurance. To find out how to contact the committee members go to: http://www.letkidshear.org/?q=node/341. 
Thank you for your time and assistance,
Michelle Kihntopf President , WI Families For Hands & Voices
“What Works for Your Child is What Makes the Choice Right”
